CHAPTER

Pellagra and Animal Deficiency
Diseases Related to Pellagra

IT IS NO EASY MATTER to trace far back the history of indubitable
pellagra, because in the past it was confused with many other diseases
such as scurvy, leprosy, syphillis, erysipelas, etc.
Don Caspar Casal, the learned and able physician of King Philip
the Fifth of Spain, as early as 1735 was the first to grasp the indi-
viduality and significance of pellagra. In Italy it was first recognized
by Pujati in 1740, but nothing was published until 1771 when Frapolli
described it under the popular name of "pellagra," by which it has
long been known to the peasantry. In France the disease was first
observed by Jean Hameau in 1818 and in Rumania by Theodori
in 1833. The history of the discovery of pellagra in other countries
shows everywhere again and again the same late and fortuitous recog-
nition, notwithstanding its antiquity and wide distribution of the
disease. Until about 1907 pellagra was looked upon as non-existent in
North America and was not even mentioned in medical text books.
Yet it existed, and two physicians in different sections of the country,
Grey in Utica, New York, and Tyler in Summerville, Massachusetts,
had both recorded in 1864 one case each. But it was not until 1907
that pellagra which began to develop with alarming speed in the
Southern States became a subject of inquiry in the United States.
Numerous and severe cases were observed in the Austrian Tyrol
between 1875 and 1905. The first description of pellagra in England
appeared in 1912. Sporadic cases occur in many countries and epi-
demics have been observed in France, Spain, Italy, the Balkan coun-
tries, and in Egypt. At present the largest number of cases of pellagra
occur in the southern parts of the United States, where 200,000 are
said to be afflicted. The mortality is also higher in the United States
than abroad.
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